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Predicting the Next Great Quarterback 
Using R

Abbreviated Abstract: Drafting college quarterbacks often seems 

like a guessing game, with some picks becoming stars and others 

becoming busts. A large amount of emphasis is placed on who a 

quarterback is and who they play for as opposed to their statistics. 

In this work, a model is created to see how college statistics 

translate to success in the National Football League.
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AAV Metric

▪ Steps:

▪ Combine college and 

professional quarterback 

statistics

▪ Create a model using 

college statistics as 

variables being modeled 

onto average approximate 

value over the player’s first 

five seasons
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Calculations and Output

▪ Model Annual Approximate 

Value on

▪ Completions, Attempts, 

Yards, Percentage, QB 

Rating Touchdowns, 

Interceptions, Interceptions, 

Yards per Game and TD-

Interception Ratio
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Decisions and Future

▪ Several of these players from the 

2019 college season are not on 

the radar of NFL scouts

▪ These AAV are higher than the 

highest professional since 2000, 

Russell Wilson (16.4)

▪ Using analytics could lead to late-

round picks that other teams may 

not be expecting

▪ Future ways to improve the model 

would be to include combine 

statistics
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